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IN CONTEXT 

 

Happy August! Ironically, I feel more nostalgic in August 
than on New Year’s Eve. Forget “Auld Lang Syne.” Now 
my earworms are “A Summer Song” by Chad and Jere-
my,  “Theme to A Summer Place” by Percy Faith, and 
“We Just Got Here” by Carly Simon. Although Ray and I 
no longer have kids in school, I find it difficult to turn 
off that “New School Year” feeling in August.  

August is also when DWW looks at new events for the 
coming year. However, as you know, the world is en-
during another surge in covid cases, this time from the 
even-more-contagious Delta variant. How this will 
affect Michigan in the coming months is anyone’s 
guess. So, our goal is to err on the side of caution.  We 
plan to keep using Zoom as part of the mix for connect-
ing with members. This includes our weekly Silent 
Writing Time and monthly Critique Group, which offer 
members near and far regular opportunities to connect 
with each other. 

Our tentative yearly plans include two Zoom events and 
two in-person events. In early November, we’re plan-
ning something new. It’s a  Zoom event, called “Cross-
Pollination,” which will celebrate the diverse vocations 
and avocations of our members and how our unique 
personal backgrounds affect our writing. In December, 
depending on covid trends, we penciled in a Holiday 
Get-Together at a restaurant. Next March, we will 
reprise a favorite from this past year: Hats Off and 
Hurrahs! Members who have won competitions or 
published since March 2021 will be invited to read an 
excerpt from their work for this second annual event. 
Then in Late Spring or Early Summer, we hope to in-
clude another in-person gathering: a new event called 
“Sideways Inspiration.” This would be a fun get-
together without a specific writing theme…under the 
theory that if you just get a bunch of writers together 
eating, talking, and having fun, they will indirectly 
inspire each other! 

I’ll share more details about the Cross-Pollination  
event in next month’s newsletter. If you would like to 
help with one of the programs, please email me at 
cindy.m.hampel@gmail.com. 

Best to you, 

Cindy Hampel 
DWW President 

August 2021 Newsletter 

From ‘Shakespeare’s Cottage’ to Emails: 
      DWW Critique Group Helps Members Achieve 
       Their Local and Global Publishing Dreams  
 

By Cindy Hampel 
 

Technology has changed how members of Detroit Working Writers critique 
each other’s work, but the goal today is same as it was 121 years ago: to help 
members improve and publish their writing. 
  

When 13 women journalists in Detroit started the group in 1900, it was called 
the Detroit Press Club. “Their written work included not journalism alone but 
poetry, fiction, non-fiction, librettos, and plays,” wrote Elizabeth Kane Buzzelli, 
co-editor of Century of Voices: Detroit Women Writers Anthology 1900-2000. The 
book includes both a history of the organization and samples of members’ writ-
ing from the first hundred years of DWW.  
 

Back in the 1900s, Buzzelli wrote, critiquing was called “workshopping,” which 
soon became part of every meeting. To create a designated place for manu-
scripts waiting for review, the son of a member “designed and built a wood and 
cardboard miniature of Shakespeare’s cottage for the group,” Buzzelli wrote. 
“In 1912, when Louise Breitenbach joined the group, she read her first story 12 
times before it was ‘approved.’”  
  

Members today don’t pull manuscripts for review from “Shakespeare’s Cot-
tage.” Instead, they receive email attachments. The process begins when Cri-
tique Group Chair Roberta Brown sends an email to members, asking if they 
want to participate in the next monthly critique group—always the second 
Saturday of the month. Those who want their work critiqued answer the email, 
prepare their writing sample, then send it as an email attachment to all those 
who registered for the same critique session.  
 

As Breitenbach’s story shows, even professional writers cannot always expect 
to “hit a home run” with their first draft. Kathleen Ripley Leo, who served as 
DWW President when Century of Voices was published, noted two world fa-
mous members whose writing was “workshopped” by DWW: Joyce Carol 
Oates and Judith Guest.  
 

“They were pleased with the process,” Leo commented. “Judith’s ‘Ordinary 
People’ was workshopped and benefitted highly from it.” 
  

Leo’s own experience with the critique group began in the 1970s. “We’d arrive 
at the Rutzen Room about 9:30-10 at the Detroit Main Public Library and sign 
in to read. Time was parceled out depending on the number attending. Each  
 

(continued on Page 3) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=vfvL2oLeBYs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=_Wd3dlEvodk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=DpvBSaXAx24
mailto:cindy.m.hampel@gmail.com
https://www.amazon.com/Century-Voices-Detroit-Writers-Anthology/dp/096703180X/ref=sr_1_2?dchild=1&keywords=Century+of+Voices+Detroit+Women+Writers&qid=1626979114&sr=8-2
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DWW MEDIA OUTLET CONTACT EMAIL and DEADLINE 

Newsletter 
(emailed directly to members only) 

Cindy Hampel cindy.m.hampel@gmail.com 
by the 22nd for next month’s edition 

Website 
https://www.detworkingwriters.org/ 

Cindy Hampel cindy.m.hampel@gmail.com 
at least 3 weeks before the event  

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/detroitworkingwriters 

Terry Hojnacki Socialmedia4dww@gmail.com 
at least 2-3 weeks before the event 

Twitter 
https://twitter.com/DetWkgWriters/ 

Richard Stiennon richard@it-harvest.com 
ongoing 

LinkedIn 
https://linkedin.com/company/15953515 

Richard Stiennon richard@it-harvest.com 
ongoing 

Share Your Good News on DWW’s Electronic Platforms 

DWW can help you spread the word about your published writing, awards, writing-related events, and personal 
achievements. Share your writing news on our Web site, and at our Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn sites. The news-
letter will include not only your writing-related news but also personal achievements and milestones. For the news-
letter, the Member Achievements and Milestones section is retrospective only. If your publication, book, or event has 
a website link, please include that at the same time you submit your notice. For prospective news from members, 
please contact Social Media Co-Chairs Richard Stiennon and Terry Hojnacki. Stiennon asks you to send him your 
Twitter handle so he can add your name to the curated list of DWW members. Hojnacki advises members to keep 
their submissions “short and sweet.” Include the who-what-when-where-why and a link to your event or where oth-
ers may purchase your book. Submit upcoming events on social media at least two-to-three weeks beforehand. 
Please email each contact person directly for the media outlets you want to use.   

New Board Member Kitchen 
Receives “Treasure Chest”    

In  DWW’s ongoing series of Transfer Ceremonies, the 
Newsletter couldn’t neglect a momentous event in the 
life of New Board Member Michael Kitchen. It was the 
moment when outgoing Treasurer Cindy Hampel 
passed along the official DWW “Treasure Chest” to 
Kitchen, DWW’s new Treasurer, in the lobby of Bank of 
America. 

The “Treasure Chest” is the portable file box of financial 
statements and Treasurer Reports that document how 
DWW earns and spends its  “silver and gold.” 

While Kitchen and Hampel were at the bank in early 
June to sign new signature cards for the checking ac-
count, a bank agent obligingly snapped the photo me-
morializing yet another DWW milestone. 

Notice the DCFC mask that Kitchen wore to this im-
portant event. He is a co-owner, media guru and overall 
supporter for the Detroit City Football Club. Perhaps 
the DCFC’s recent soccer championship win over the 
Los Angeles team was almost as momentous for Kitch-
en as receiving the “Treasure Chest” of DWW!  

Welcome aboard , Mike!  

mailto:cmhampel@wowway.com
https://www.detworkingwriters.org/
mailto:cmhampel@wowway.com
https://www.facebook.com/detroitworkingwriters
mailto:Socialmedia4dww@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/DetWkgWriters/
mailto:richard@it-harvest.com
https://linkedin.com/company/15953515
mailto:richard@it-harvest.com
https://www.detcityfc.com/
https://unofficialdetroitcityfcdigitalhistory.com/
https://noonelikes.us/
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DWW Calendar for August and Early September 2021 

(continued from Page One) 
 

writer was given up to ten minutes to read and then allotted 
ten minutes for feedback by going around the table.” During 
the feedback, Leo said, “the writer listened without arguing or 
defending.”  
 

When the pandemic hit America in 2020, Brown moved the 
critique group from in-person to Zoom—and she plans to keep 
using the online format. “Members who live far away or out of 
state are now able to attend as a result,” she said. “Attendance 
has grown so much that Pat Gibson has joined me as Co-Chair 
so we can run two groups every month.”  
  

Gibson also likes to use Zoom. “The live feedback builds com-
munity, and the remote Zoom format makes it convenient to 
take part,” he said. Members can ask for the type of feedback 
they want. Feedback will include suggestions for areas to im-
prove as well as praise for “the parts that shine.” 
 

Leo said a “side benefit” of the critique group is learning from 
feedback for work in genres other than your own. Gibson con-
curs. “You’ll become a better writer by reading and critiquing-

work across many genres, including poetry, prose, nonfiction, 
and blog posts,” he said. 
 

“DWW’s monthly Zoom critique group is a tutorial for me in 
the art and craft of writing,” said Angela Rochon, a critique 
group regular. “Despite the differences within the genres I 
learn from each participant because all are talented, truthful, 
clear, and gentle with insightful suggestions and praise.” 
 

Michelle Morouse attends the critique group whenever she 
can. “I’ve always seen the critique group as the heart of our 
organization. Roberta Brown and Patrick Gibson do a great job 
of organizing and facilitating and I find everyone’s comments 
to be insightful,” she said. “Sometimes just changing a word or 
two can make a big difference in a piece. Hearing everyone’s 
comments on other people’s work is instructive as well.”   
 

Feedback from the critique group has paid off for Morouse, 
whose latest flash fiction credit, “Bloopy,” was just published in 
Litro Magazine. “I’m grateful to the DWW members who cri-
tiqued multiple revisions,” she said. 
 
Louise Breitenbach, Judith Guest, and Joyce Carol Oates 
might have said the same thing. 

DATE TIME DWW EVENT and LOCATION CONTACT NAME and DEADLINE 

Saturday 
August 7, 2021 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

DWW SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By August 6 

Saturday 
August 14, 2021 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

DWW SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By August 13 

Saturday 
August 14, 2021 

Noon to 
2:00 p.m. 

DWW CRITIQUE GROUP 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 11:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By August 2 

Saturday 
August 21, 2021 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

DWW SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Aline Soules 
soulesa@yahoo.com 
By August 20 

Saturday 
August 28, 2021 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

DWW SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By August 27 

Saturday 
Sept. 4, 2021 
 

 DWW SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Aline Soules 
soulesa@yahoo.com 
By September 3 

Saturday 
Sept. 11, 2021 

 DWW SILENT WRITING TIME 
is on vacation 

 

Saturday 
Sept. 11, 2021 

9:30 to 
10:30 a.m. 

DWW BOARD MEETING 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:15 a.m. 

Cindy Hampel 
cindy.m.hampel@gmail.com 
September 9 

Saturday 
Sept. 11, 2021 

Noon to 
2:00 p.m. 

DWW CRITIQUE GROUP 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 11:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By August 30 

Saturday 
Sept. 18, 2021 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

DWW SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By September 17 

Critique Group  

mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:soulesa@yahoo.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:soulesa@yahoo.com
mailto:cindy.m.hampel@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
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YOUR DWW BOARD MEMBERS 
June 1, 2021 to May 31, 2023 

 

PRESIDENT 
Cindy Hampel 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Michelle Morouse 

SECRETARY 
Laura Hedgecock 

TREASURER 
Michael Kitchen 

CRITIQUE GROUP CO-CHAIRS 
Roberta Brown 

Pat Gibson 

SOCIAL MEDIA CO-CHAIRS 
Terry Hojnacki 

Richard Stiennon 

BOOK-AND-AUTHOR CHAIR 
Theresa Nielsen 

WEBSITE AND NEWSLETTER CHAIR 
Cindy Hampel 

PROGRAM COORDINATOR 
Cindy Hampel 

HONORARY DIRECTOR 
Kathleen Ripley Leo 

 

 

Monthly Pearl 

“This is a pearl for novelists: Get an agent. 
Stop laughing. If you dream of world-wide publication  

an agent is what you need. Sort ‘em out—who takes your genre 
and is successful? Who sells the most manuscripts each month, 

to the biggest publishers? Read her blogs online, go to conferences  
where she appears, talk to her there, ask questions in her session 

and follow up immediately afterward. Ask if you can send her  
your work and remind her when you send. I did all of that and more.  

By now my agent is my friend.” 
 

Past President Elizabeth Kane Buzzelli 
Genre: Journalism, Fiction, Nonfiction, Speaker 
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LYNNE COBB’s presentation, “Journaling As a Coping Tool Through 
COVID,” was held at the Farmington Community Library on July 21, 
2021. 
 

DIANA DINVERNO’s poem, “The Archeology of Grief,” was published in 
the Summer 2021 Issue of Gyroscope Review. 
 

LINDA NEMEC FOSTER’s poem, “My Father’s Music,” was published in 
the most recent issue of the Paterson Literary Review, (Issue 48).  
(Relisted for correction of the publication name.) 
 

R.L. HERRON’s book, Whispers: A Poetry Chapbook, received a Five-Star 
Review from Reader’s Favorite.  
 

MICHAEL KITCHEN’s two haiga (haiku with photo) were published in 
Failed Haiku, Issue 67, pages 27-28. 
 

CINDY LA FERLE’s book, Writing Home, published in 2005, was included 
in an acknowledgment of 12 hometown writers in the Third Quarter 
2021 edition of Royal Oak Today. (Magazine link is unavailable.) 
 

MARY MERLO’s poem, “Word Omelets,” won first place in Category 50 
(page 8) of the 2021 National Federation of State Poetry Societies and 
published in the NFSPS’ Encore magazine of 2021 Prize Poems. 
 

MICHELLE MOROUSE’s poem, “Inland Lake Weeds of Michigan,” was 
published Pembroke Magazine, No. 53. (Direct link is unavailable.) 
 

MICHELLE MOROUSE’s flash fiction, “Making Apple Snow, New York 
Times recipe, 1914,” was published in Ponder Review, Volume 5, Issue 
1. (Direct link is unavailable.) 
 

MICHELLE MOROUSE’s flash fiction, “Partners,” was published in Pon-
der Review, Volume 5, Issue 1. (Direct link is unavailable.) 
 

MICHELLE MOROUSE’s flash fiction, “Bloopy,” was published on June 
11, 2021 in Litro Magazine. 

 

Member Achievements and Milestones 

 
 

“Our doubts are traitors, 
And make us lose 

the good we oft might win 
By fearing to attempt.” 

 
William Shakespeare 

https://ropl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=2950&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/22
https://ropl.evanced.info/signup/EventDetails?EventId=2950&backTo=Calendar&startDate=2021/06/22
https://www.gyroscopereview.com/welcome/issues/?fbclid=IwAR3UtIB27Hay07ntCvbW5APzPXIVhureuYmM1t0RQsg_MG2TWp6lFimIsdA
https://www.patersonliteraryreview.com/
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/whispers-ronald-l-herron/1139310542?ean=9798746393210
https://www.haikuhut.com/FailedHaikuIssue67.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/Writing-Home-Collected-Newspaper-Columns/dp/0923568638/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=Cindy+La+Ferle&qid=1627260656&sr=8-1
https://www.nfsps.com/2021winners.pdf
https://pembrokemagazine.com/
https://www.muw.edu/ponderreview
https://www.muw.edu/ponderreview
https://www.muw.edu/ponderreview
https://www.litromagazine.com/usa/2021/06/bloopy/

