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IN CONTEXT 

 July 2022 Newsletter 

Happy July! A few days ago, I celebrated my birth-
day…and I was flooded with memories of my Dad 
because I was born on his birthday. He’d often 
introduce me to others as “My Birthday Present.” 
On June 28, we would stand together at the kitchen 
table, each with our own cake and candles while 
those around us sang “Happy Birthday” and “Sto 
Lat,” a Polish tune with lyrics wishing us 100 years. 
My Dad  wasn’t a writer, but without him, I doubt 
that I would be practicing this craft. 

Some of it may be in the genes. Both my sister and 
brother have seen their writing traditionally pub-
lished. And one of my first cousins from Dad’s side 
of the family is a former news reporter who writes 
blogs for a living.  Dad worked as a tire mold finish-
er for U.S. Rubber, later Uniroyal, now Michelin. At 
the dinner table he’d tell us stories of his work 
buddies, nicknamed “Noosum,” “Buzzard” and 
“Shotgun”...and his childhood in the Depres-
sion...and his time in the U.S. Army infantry during 
World War II. He didn’t share horror stories at 
dinner, but he’d often say: War is hell. 

With his penchant for stories, he’d preface his good 
advice by saying: “Let me tell you a little story.” His 
mottos included: “Before opening your mouth, 
make sure your brain is engaged” and “Let’s study 
the situation” and  “The world doesn’t owe you a 
living” and “If you can’t be good, be careful” and 
“You can lead a horse to water but you can’t make 
him drink.” I don’t know why he talked so much 
about horses. As far as I know, he never rode a 
horse. But that didn’t stop him from announcing 
meals with: “Let’s put on the feed bag!” 

When I was four, I asked Dad if I could look at his 
Brownie camera. I accidentally snapped a picture of 
our Christmas tree. I thought he might be mad, but 
he smiled said I had just taken my first picture.  

In first grade, Dad took me to the local Detroit 
Public Library for my first library card. Printing my 
name on something official was new for me. I don’t 
know why I printed my last name with a small “H,” 
but he kindly showed me how to add an extra line 
to turn it into a capital.  

 

I wasn’t a perfect kid. A couple times as a seven-
year-old I received what Dad called “a love tap” 
because I didn’t heed his warnings not to do some-
thing dangerous or rude. It was like a slap on the 
back...but lower. It didn’t hurt my body, just my 
pride. The embarrassment was enough to keep me 
from doing said deed in the future. 

My mother didn’t drive, so when Dad went places, 
he’d often ask us kids if we wanted to “go along for 
the ride.” My answer was always “Yes!” I’d go with 
him to the old Silverstein’s store in Detroit,  the 
hardware store, and even the barber shop. Later in 
high school when I’d participate in after-school 
events, Dad would drive me. I’d enjoy sharing the 
ride with him. We didn’t always talk...I was just 
glad he was there for me.  

He’d join me in Daddy-Daughter bowling events in 
grade school and Daddy-Daughter dances in high 
school. When I was a teenager, he’d dance with me 
at weddings.  

I was a tomboy and I’d often hang out in our garage 
with Dad. He showed me how to use vises, hack-
saws, hammers, screwdrivers, pliers, and wrenches. 
I soon learned how to tweak the butterfly handle-
bars on my bike and how to install a speedometer 
and little bike license plate with my name on it. He 
also taught me how to use our old foot-pedal sew-
ing machine. And before I left home for my first full
-time reporting job in Ohio, he showed me how to 
change a car tire and gave me a tool bag he had 
sewn and filled with tools I might need. 

I never heard him say a mean thing about people 
who were different from us. In fact, when we’d 
drive past a church, I’d see him tip his hat in re-
spect even if the church congregation was different 
from ours. 

Dad helped me learn discipline, a willingness to try 
new things, and a joy in telling stories. And I 
learned I’m worth using a capital letter for my last 
name. These are all useful lessons for a writer! 

I also learned how special it was to “put on the 
feed bag” and eat our birthday cakes together. 

In-Person Event:  
      DWW To Host Table  
       At SterlingFest’s 
       Local Author Book Sale 
       On July 30th 
 

If you’re craving face-to-face time 
with other Detroit area writers after 
this recent pandemic, why not sign 
up to participate at the DWW Table 
at the Local Author Book Sale at 
SterlingFest on July 30th? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

You can stand—or sit—at the table 
with Linda K. Sienkiewicz (pictured 
above) who is coordinating volun-
teers at the DWW table. The annual 
event is from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
Dodge Park in Sterling Heights. 
Half-day shifts are available. 

At SterlingFest you will serve as an 
ambassador for DWW by distrib-
uting literature about our group. 
You may also sell your own books 
at our table at no cost to you!  

Space is limited, so please email 
Linda as soon as possible at  
lindaksienk@live.com. 

https://www.sterling-heights.net/CivicAlerts.aspx?aid=1327
mailto:lindaksienk@live.com
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DWW MEDIA OUTLET CONTACT EMAIL and DEADLINE 

Newsletter 
(emailed directly to members only) 

Cindy Hampel cindy.m.hampel@gmail.com 
by the 22nd for next month’s edition 

Website 
https://www.detworkingwriters.org/ 

Cindy Hampel cindy.m.hampel@gmail.com 
at least 3 weeks before the event  

Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/detroitworkingwriters 

Terry Hojnacki Socialmedia4dww@gmail.com 
at least 2-3 weeks before the event 

Twitter 
https://twitter.com/DetWkgWriters/ 

Richard Stiennon richard@it-harvest.com 
ongoing 

LinkedIn 
https://linkedin.com/company/15953515 

Richard Stiennon richard@it-harvest.com 
ongoing 

Share Your Good News on DWW’s Electronic Platforms 
DWW can help you spread the word about your published writing, awards, writing-related events, and personal achievements. Share your writing 
news on our Web site, and at our Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn sites. The newsletter will include not only your writing-related news but also per-
sonal achievements and milestones. For the newsletter, the Member Achievements and Milestones section is retrospective only. If your publication, 
book, or event has a website link, please include that at the same time you submit your notice. For prospective news from members, please con-
tact Social Media Co-Chairs Richard Stiennon and Terry Hojnacki. Stiennon asks you to send him your Twitter handle so he can add your name to  
the curated list of DWW members. Hojnacki advises members to keep their submissions “short and sweet.” Include the who-what-when-where- 
why and a link to your event or where others may purchase your book. Submit upcoming events on social media at least two-to-three weeks be-
forehand. Please email each contact person directly for the media outlets you want to use.   

DATE TIME DWW EVENT and LOCATION CONTACT NAME and DEADLINE 

Saturday 
July 2, 2022 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By July 1, 2022 

Saturday 
July 9, 2022 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By July 8, 2022 

Saturday 
July 9, 2022 

Noon to 
2:00 p.m. 

CRITIQUE GROUP 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 11:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 

rlbrown417@gmail.com 

(See your email invitation) 

Saturday 
July 16, 2022 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By July 15, 2022 

Saturday 
July 23, 2022 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 p.m. 

Roberta Brown 

rlbrown417@gmail.com 

By July 22, 2022 

Saturday 
July 30, 2022 

10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. 

LOCAL AUTHOR BOOK SALE TABLE 
@ Dodge Park in Sterling Heights 
Sign up by email to participate in person 

Linda K. Sienkiewicz 
lindaksienk@live.com 
(See article on Page One) 

Saturday 
July 30, 2022 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By July 29, 2022 

Saturday 
August 6, 2022 

10:00  to  
11:30 a.m. 

SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By August 5, 2022 

Saturday 
August 13, 2022 

10:00 to 
11:30 a.m. 

SILENT WRITING TIME 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 9:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By August 12, 2022 

Saturday 
August 13, 2022 

Noon to 
2:00 p.m. 

CRITIQUE GROUP 
@ DWW Zoom Room 
Link sent by email at 11:45 a.m. 

Roberta Brown 
rlbrown417@gmail.com 
By August 1, 2022 

DWW Calendar for July and Early August 2022 

mailto:cmhampel@wowway.com
https://www.detworkingwriters.org/
mailto:cmhampel@wowway.com
https://www.facebook.com/detroitworkingwriters
mailto:Socialmedia4dww@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/DetWkgWriters/
mailto:richard@it-harvest.com
https://linkedin.com/company/15953515
mailto:richard@it-harvest.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:lindaksienk@live.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
mailto:rlbrown417@gmail.com
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YOUR DWW BOARD MEMBERS 
June 1, 2021 to May 31, 2023 

 

PRESIDENT 
Cindy Hampel 

VICE PRESIDENT 
Michelle Morouse 

SECRETARY 
Laura Hedgecock 

TREASURER 
Michael Kitchen 

NEW MEMBER/MEMBERSHIP CHAIR 
Michelle Morouse 

 

CRITIQUE GROUP CO-CHAIRS 
Roberta Brown 

Pat Gibson 

SOCIAL MEDIA CO-CHAIRS 
Terry Hojnacki 

Richard Stiennon 

WEBSITE AND NEWSLETTER CHAIR 
Cindy Hampel 

PROGRAM CO-CHAIRS 
Theresa Nielsen 
Cindy Hampel 

HONORARY DIRECTOR 
AND PARLIAMENTARIAN 

Kathleen Ripley Leo 

HONORARY DIRECTOR 
Maureen McGerty 

HISTORIAN 
Michelle Morouse  

 
 

Monthly Pearl 
 

”My  eyes get bleary. My brain gets foggy. 
A deadline looms. Even as I worry about time, 

I’ll reach out for another’s fresh set of eyes 
to review my work. 

Writing, editing, re-writing, more editing— 
there are times it feels that I have looked 

at the same article or document a thousand times. 
‘There, their, they’re,’ —pun intended—this is  

not to place blame or shame on my writing colleagues! 
It is just to share that the one time I choose not to follow  

my own advice, an embarrassing mistake will be 
published. Guaranteed. Your welcome, 

I mean, you’re welcome!” 
 

Lynne Cobb 
Genre:  Journalism and Essay 

Website: lynnecobb.com 
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ROBERTA BROWN read a selection of her poems at the Great Lakes Poetry 
Festival held in person and via Zoom at the Joy Center in Marquette on April 
21, 2022.  
 

ROBERTA BROWN read three of her poems at the Interlochen Public Library 
as part of the Interlochen Writers Retreat on June 9, 2022.  
 

LYNNE COBB began serving as the new editor of Community Lifestyles of 
Rochester in January 2022.  
 

JEAN ALICIA ELSTER discussed the role of oral histories in her book, How It 
Happens, at the Southfield Public Library on June 17, 2022.  
 

PAT GIBSON’s poems “Before Sunrise” and “A Different Direction” were pub-
lished in the Detroit Writing Room’s Detroit Voices in Spring 2022.  
 

CINDY LA FERLE’s newspaper article “Anatomy of a skin cancer scar” was 
published in The Oakland Press on June 4, 2022. 
 

KRISTIN BARTLEY LENZ’s young adult short story “Flirting with Danger” was 
published in the Summer/Fall 2022 issue of Antioch University’s Lunch Ticket 
Literary Journal.  
 

KRISTIN BARTLEY LENZ’s article “Sweet Romance and a Ticking-Clock-Plot: 
Two Novels for Exploring Identity and Intersectionality” was published in Is-
sue 54, Volume 2, of Grand Valley State University’s  Michigan Reading Jour-
nal. 
 

KRISTIN BARTLEY LENZ is now represented by agent Sera Rivers at Martin 
Literary Management. 

 

NANCY OWEN NELSON read from her works at the Caroline Marshall 
Draughon Center for the Arts & Humanities at Pebble Hill, Alabama, on June 
15, 2022. 
 

RICHARD STIENNON’s book Security Yearbook 2022 was published and 
shipped in June 2022. 

Member Achievements and Milestones 

 
 

“I believe 
the road to hell 

is paved 
with adverbs.” 

Stephen King 

https://lynnecobb.com/
https://www.amazon.com/kindle-dbs/entity/author/B004P9T8DC?_encoding=UTF8&node=283155&offset=0&pageSize=12&searchAlias=stripbooks&sort=author-sidecar-rank&page=1&langFilter=default#formatSelectorHeader
https://pwpl.info/great-lakes-poetry-festival/
https://pwpl.info/great-lakes-poetry-festival/
https://www.interlochen.org/college-creative-arts/programs/writers-retreat
http://communitylifestyles.com/
http://communitylifestyles.com/
https://allevents.in/southfield/how-it-happens-collecting-oral-histories/200022432886016
https://www.detroitwritingroom.com/shop/detroit-voices
https://www.theoaklandpress.com/2022/06/04/anatomy-of-a-skin-cancer-scar/
https://lunchticket.org/
https://lunchticket.org/
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj/
https://scholarworks.gvsu.edu/mrj/
https://www.martinlit.com/
https://www.martinlit.com/
https://cla.auburn.edu/cah/events/
https://cla.auburn.edu/cah/events/
https://it-harvest.com/shop/security-yearbook-2022/

